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Boating.



it may, therefore, seem out of place to deal with it under the
head of coaching. Yet in one sense it pertains to coaching,
because a mentor takes into calculation the capacity of an oars-
man for exercising watermanship when making a selection of a
crew.

Watermanship, as a technical term, may be said to consist
in adapting oneself to circumstances and exigencies during the
progress of a boat. A good waterman keeps time with facility,
a bad one only after much painstaking—if at all. A good
waterman adapts himself to every roll of the boat, sits tight
to his seat, anticipates an incipient roll, and rights the craft
so far as he can by altering his centre of gravity while yet
plying his oar, A bad waterman is more or less helpless when
a boat is off its keel, or when he encounters rough water. So
long as the boat is level, he may be able to do even more work
than the good waterman, but when the boat rolls he cannot help
himself, still less can he right the ship and so help others to
work, as can the good waterman.

Good walermen can jump into a racing boat and sit her off-
hand ; bad watermen will be unsteady in a keelless boat even
after days of practice.

One or two good watermen are the making of a crew,
especially when time is short for practice, They will mise the
standard of rowing of all their colleagues, simply by keeping
the balance of the boat. Sculling and pair-oar practice tend to
teach watermanship. ‘hey induce a man to make use of his
own back and beam in order to keep the boat on an even keel.
We do not for this reason say that every tiro should be put to
take lessons of watermanship in sculling-boats and light pairs :
far from it. He will be likely in such craft to contract feather
under water, and possibly serewing, in the efforts to obtain
work onan even keel, after his own uneven action’ has conduced
to rolling. :

University men produce far fewer good watermen than the
tideway clubs, and with good reason. The career on the river
at Oxford or Cambridge is brief, and many a man goes out of
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