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to a vague way of thinking, as if the action of causation
might either determine an event to happen or determine it
not to happen, or leave it more or less free to happen or
not, so as to give rise to an inherent chance in regard to its
occurrence.[1] It is quite clear to me that some of the worst
and most persistent errors in the use of the doctrine of
chances have arisen from this vicious mode of expression.[2]


IV

But there remains an important point to be cleared up.
According to what has been said, the idea of probability
essentially belongs to a kind of inference which is repeated
indefinitely. An individual inference must be either true
or false, and can show no effect of probability; and, therefore,
in reference to a single case considered in itself, probability
can have no meaning. Yet if a man had to choose
between drawing a card from a pack containing twenty-five
red cards and a black one, or from a pack containing
twenty-five black cards and a red one, and if the drawing
of a red card were destined to transport him to eternal
felicity, and that of a black one to consign him to everlasting
woe, it would be folly to deny that he ought to prefer the
pack containing the larger portion of red cards, although,
from the nature of the risk, it could not be repeated. It is
not easy to reconcile this with our analysis of the conception


	↑ Cf. pp. 179 ff. below.

	↑ The conception of probability here set forth is substantially that first
developed by Mr. Venn, in his Logic of Chance. Of course, a vague
apprehension of the idea had always existed, but the problem was to make
it perfectly clear, and to him belongs the credit of first doing this.
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