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in the same difficulty as before, and I can see but one solution
of it. It seems to me that we are driven to this, that
logicality inexorably requires that our interests shall not
be limited. They must not stop at our own fate, but must
embrace the whole community. This community, again,
must not be limited, but must extend to all races of beings
with whom we can come into immediate or mediate intellectual
relation. It must reach, however vaguely, beyond
this geological epoch, beyond all bounds. He who would
not sacrifice his own soul to save the whole world, is, as it
seems to me, illogical in all his inferences, collectively.
Logic is rooted in the social principle.

To be logical men should not be selfish; and, in point of
fact, they are not so selfish as they are thought. The willful
prosecution of one's desires is a different thing from
selfishness. The miser is not selfish; his money does him
no good, and he cares for what shall become of it after his
death. We are constantly speaking of our possessions on
the Pacific, and of our destiny as a republic, where no personal
interests are involved, in a way which shows that we
have wider ones. We discuss with anxiety the possible exhaustion
of coal in some hundreds of years, or the cooling-off
of the sun in some millions, and show in the most popular
of all religious tenets that we can conceive the possibility of
a man's descending into hell for the salvation of his fellows.

Now, it is not necessary for logicality that a man should
himself be capable of the heroism of self-sacrifice. It is
sufficient that he should recognize the possibility of it,
should perceive that only that man's inferences who has it
are really logical, and should consequently regard his own
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