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is the probability of throwing deuce-ace? The probability
that the first die will turn up ace and the second deuce is
the same as the probability that both will turn up sixes—namely,
1/36; the probability that the second will turn up
ace and the first deuce is likewise 1/36; these two events—first,
ace; second, deuce; and, second, ace; first, deuce—are
incompatible. Hence the rule for addition holds, and
the probability that either will come up ace and the other
deuce is 1/36 + 1/36, or 1/18.

In this way all problems about dice, etc., may be solved.
When the number of dice thrown is supposed very large,
mathematics (which may be defined as the art of making
groups to facilitate numeration) comes to our aid with
certain devices to reduce the difficulties.



II

The conception of probability as a matter of fact, i.e., as
the proportion of times in which an occurrence of one kind
is accompanied by an occurrence of another kind, is termed
by Mr. Venn the materialistic view of the subject. But
probability has often been regarded as being simply the
degree of belief which ought to attach to a proposition, and
this mode of explaining the idea is termed by Venn the
conceptualistic view. Most writers have mixed the two
conceptions together. They, first, define the probability of
an event as the reason we have to believe that it has taken
place, which is conceptualistic; but shortly after they state
that it is the ratio of the number of cases favorable to the
event to the total number of cases favorable or contrary,











[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:Chance,_love,_and_logic_-_philosophical_essays_(IA_chancelovelogicp00peir_0).pdf/126&oldid=11099887"


				
			

			
			

		
		
		  
  	
  		 
 
  		
  				Last edited on 19 March 2021, at 16:20
  		
  		 
 
  	

  
	
			
			
	    Languages

	    
	        

	        

	        This page is not available in other languages.

	    
	
	[image: Wikisource]



				 This page was last edited on 19 March 2021, at 16:20.
	Content is available under CC BY-SA 4.0 unless otherwise noted.



				Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Terms of Use
	Desktop



			

		
			








