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of truth—no, not if the discovery were such as to drive
every individual of our race to suicide!

But it would be folly to suppose that any metaphysical
theory in regard to the mode of being of the perfect is to
destroy that aspiration toward the perfect which constitutes
the essence of religion. It is true that, if the priests of
any particular form of religion succeed in making it generally
believed that religion cannot exist without the acceptance
of certain formulas, or if they succeed in so interweaving
certain dogmas with the popular religion that the
people can see no essential analogy between a religion
which accepts these points of faith and one which rejects
them, the result may very well be to render those who cannot
believe these things irreligious. Nor can we ever hope
that any body of priests should consider themselves more
teachers of religion in general than of the particular system
of theology advocated by their own party. But no man
need be excluded from participation in the common feelings,
nor from so much of the public expression of them as is
open to all the laity, by the unphilosophical narrowness of
those who guard the mysteries of worship. Am I to be
prevented from joining in that common joy at the revelation
of enlightened principles of religion, which we celebrate
at Easter and Christmas, because I think that certain scientific,
logical, and metaphysical ideas which have been mixed
up with these principles are untenable? No; to do so
would be to estimate those errors as of more consequence
than the truth—an opinion which few would admit.
People who do not believe what are really the fundamental
principles of Christianity are rare to find, and all but these
few ought to feel at home in the churches.
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