
	
		
		
		
			
				
					
					
    



					
		
				
					

					Home
				
			
	
				
					

					Random
				
			


		
				
					

					Log in
				
			


		
				
					

					Settings
				
			


		
				
					

					Donate
				
			


		
				
					
					About Wikisource
				
			
	
				
					
					Disclaimers
				
			





					
				
				
					
						[image: Wikisource]


						
					
				

					
				
					
					
				

				
	    
Search
	


		
					
				
			

		
		
			
			

			

			
			
				
					Page:Chance, love, and logic - philosophical essays (IA chancelovelogicp00peir 0).pdf/184

					

				

						
								Previous page
							
	
								Next page
							
	
								Page
							
	
								Discussion
							
	
								Image
							
	
								Index
							


				
		
				
				    
Language
				
		
	
				
				    
Watch
				
		
	
				
				    
Edit
				
		




				

			

			
				This page needs to be proofread.
just as strongly as any two others, if recondite resemblances
are admitted. But, in order that the process of making an
hypothesis should lead to a probable result, the following
rules must be followed:

1. The hypothesis should be distinctly put as a question,
before making the observations which are to test its truth.
In other words, we must try to see what the result of predictions
from the hypothesis will be.

2. The respect in regard to which the resemblances are
noted must be taken at random. We must not take a particular
kind of predictions for which the hypothesis is known
to be good.

3. The failures as well as the successes of the predictions
must be honestly noted. The whole proceeding must be
fair and unbiased.

Some persons fancy that bias and counter-bias are favorable
to the extraction of truth—that hot and partisan debate
is the way to investigate. This is the theory of our
atrocious legal procedure. But Logic puts its heel upon
this suggestion. It irrefragably demonstrates that knowledge
can only be furthered by the real desire for it, and
that the methods of obstinacy, of authority, and every mode
of trying to reach a foregone conclusion, are absolutely of
no value. These things are proved. The reader is at liberty
to think so or not as long as the proof is not set forth,
or as long as he refrains from examining it. Just so, he
can preserve, if he likes, his freedom of opinion in regard
to the propositions of geometry; only, in that case, if he
takes a fancy to read Euclid, he will do well to skip whatever
he finds with A, B, C, etc., for, if he reads attentively
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