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First, Sense of reaction Second, General conception Third,
or mediation. In biology, the idea of arbitrary sporting is
First, heredity is Second, the process whereby the accidental
characters become fixed is Third. Chance is First, Law
is Second, the tendency to take habits is Third. Mind is
First, Matter is Second, Evolution is Third.

Such are the materials out of which chiefly a philosophical
theory ought to be built, in order to represent the state of
knowledge to which the nineteenth century has brought us.
Without going into other important questions of philosophical
architectonic, we can readily foresee what sort of
a metaphysics would appropriately be constructed from
those conceptions. Like some of the most ancient and
some of the most recent speculations it would be a Cosmogonic
Philosophy. It would suppose that in the beginning,—infinitely
remote,—there was a chaos of unpersonalized
feeling, which being without connection or regularity would
properly be without existence. This feeling, sporting here
and there in pure arbitrariness, would have started the germ
of a generalizing tendency. Its other sportings would be
evanescent, but this would have a growing virtue. Thus,
the tendency to habit would be started; and from this with
the other principles of evolution all the regularities of the
universe would be evolved. At any time, however, an
element of pure chance survives and will remain until the
world becomes an absolutely perfect, rational, and symmetrical
system, in which mind is at last crystallized in the
infinitely distant future.

That idea has been worked out by me with elaboration.
It accounts for the main features of the universe as we
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