
	
		
		
		
			
				
					
					
    



					
		
				
					

					Home
				
			
	
				
					

					Random
				
			


		
				
					

					Log in
				
			


		
				
					

					Settings
				
			


		
				
					

					Donate
				
			


		
				
					
					About Wikisource
				
			
	
				
					
					Disclaimers
				
			





					
				
				
					
						[image: Wikisource]


						
					
				

					
				
					
					
				

				
	    
Search
	


		
					
				
			

		
		
			
			

			

			
			
				
					Page:Chance, love, and logic - philosophical essays (IA chancelovelogicp00peir 0).pdf/226

					

				

						
								Previous page
							
	
								Next page
							
	
								Page
							
	
								Discussion
							
	
								Image
							
	
								Index
							


				
		
				
				    
Language
				
		
	
				
				    
Watch
				
		
	
				
				    
Edit
				
		




				

			

			
				This page needs to be proofread.
	tension to knowledge of wheat-in-itself, our [Greek: alêtheia],

as the derivation of that word implies, has nothing to do
with latent wheat. We are dealing only with the matter
of possible experience,—experience in the full acceptation
of the term as something not merely affecting the senses
but also as the subject of thought. If there be any wheat
hidden on the ship, so that it can neither turn up in the
sample nor be heard of subsequently from purchasers,—or
if it be half-hidden, so that it may, indeed, turn up, but
is less likely to do so than the rest,—or if it can affect our
senses and our pockets, but from some strange cause or
causelessness cannot be reasoned about,—all such wheat
is to be excluded (or have only its proportional weight) in
calculating that true proportion of quality A, to which our
inference seeks to approximate. By saying that we draw
the inference provisionally, I mean that we do not hold
that we have reached any assigned degree of approximation
as yet, but only hold that if our experience be indefinitely
extended, and if every fact of whatever nature, as fast as it
presents itself, be duly applied, according to the inductive
method, in correcting the inferred ratio, then our approximation
will become indefinitely close in the long run; that
is to say, close to the experience to come (not merely close
by the exhaustion of a finite collection) so that if experience
in general is to fluctuate irregularly to and fro, in a manner
to deprive the ratio sought of all definite value, we shall
be able to find out approximately within what limits it
fluctuates, and if, after having one definite value, it changes
and assumes another, we shall be able to find that out, and
in short, whatever may be the variations of this ratio in
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