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do, if as the necessitarian says, it has been calculable since
the earliest times, is reduced to illusion. Indeed, consciousness
in general thus becomes a mere illusory aspect of a
material system. What we call red, green, and violet are
in reality only different rates of vibration. The sole reality
is the distribution of qualities of matter in space and time.
Brain-matter is protoplasm in a certain degree and kind of
complication,—a certain arrangement of mechanical particles.
Its feeling is but an inward aspect, a phantom.
For, from the positions and velocities of the particles at any
one instant, and the knowledge of the immutable forces,
the positions at all other times are calculable; so that the
universe of space, time, and matter is a rounded system
uninterfered with from elsewhere. But from the state of
feeling at any instant, there is no reason to suppose the
states of feeling at all other instants are thus exactly calculable;
so that feeling is, as I said, a mere fragmentary
and illusive aspect of the universe. This is the way, then,
that necessitarianism has to make up its accounts. It enters
consciousness under the head of sundries, as a forgotten
trifle; its scheme of the universe would be more satisfactory
if this little fact could be dropped out of sight. On the
other hand, by supposing the rigid exactitude of causation
to yield, I care not how little,—be it but by a strictly
infinitesimal amount,—we gain room to insert mind into
our scheme, and to put it into the place where it is needed,
into the position which, as the sole self-intelligible thing,
it is entitled to occupy, that of the fountain of existence;
and in so doing we resolve the problem of the connection of
soul and body.
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