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It has already been suggested by psychologists that consciousness
necessarily embraces an interval of time. But
if a finite time be meant, the opinion is not tenable. If the
sensation that precedes the present by half a second were
still immediately before me, then, on the same principle
the sensation preceding that would be immediately present,
and so on ad infinitum. Now, since there is a time, say a
year, at the end of which an idea is no longer ipso facto
present, it follows that this is true of any finite interval,
however short.

But yet consciousness must essentially cover an interval
of time; for if it did not, we could gain no knowledge of
time, and not merely no veracious cognition of it, but no
conception whatever. We are, therefore, forced to say
that we are immediately conscious through an infinitesimal
interval of time.

This is all that is requisite. For, in this infinitesimal
interval, not only is consciousness continuous in a subjective
sense, that is, considered as a subject or substance
having the attribute of duration; but also, because it is
immediate consciousness, its object is ipso facto continuous.
In fact, this infinitesimally spread-out consciousness is a
direct feeling of its contents as spread out. This will be
further elucidated below. In an infinitesimal interval we
directly perceive the temporal sequence of its beginning,
middle, and end,—not, of course, in the way of recognition,
for recognition is only of the past, but in the way of
immediate feeling. Now upon this interval follows another,
whose beginning is the middle of the former, and whose
middle is the end of the former. Here, we have an im-











[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:Chance,_love,_and_logic_-_philosophical_essays_(IA_chancelovelogicp00peir_0).pdf/248&oldid=11100091"


				
			

			
			

		
		
		  
  	
  		 
 
  		
  				Last edited on 19 March 2021, at 16:41
  		
  		 
 
  	

  
	
			
			
	    Languages

	    
	        

	        

	        This page is not available in other languages.

	    
	
	[image: Wikisource]



				 This page was last edited on 19 March 2021, at 16:41.
	Content is available under CC BY-SA 4.0 unless otherwise noted.



				Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Terms of Use
	Desktop



			

		
			








