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	mediate perception of the temporal sequence of its beginning,

middle, and end, or say of the second, third, and
fourth instants. From these two immediate perceptions,
we gain a mediate, or inferential, perception of the relation
of all four instants. This mediate perception is objectively,
or as to the object represented, spread over the four instants;
but subjectively, or as itself the subject of duration,
it is completely embraced in the second moment. (The
reader will observe that I use the word instant to mean a
point of time, and moment to mean an infinitesimal duration.)
If it is objected that, upon the theory proposed,
we must have more than a mediate perception of the succession
of the four instants, I grant it; for the sum of the two
infinitesimal intervals is itself infinitesimal, so that it is
immediately perceived. It is immediately perceived in the
whole interval, but only mediately perceived in the last two-thirds
of the interval. Now, let there be an indefinite
succession of these inferential acts of comparative perception;
and it is plain that the last moment will contain objectively
the whole series. Let there be, not merely an
indefinite succession, but a continuous flow of inference
through a finite time; and the result will be a mediate objective
consciousness of the whole time in the last moment.
In this last moment, the whole series will be recognized,
or known as known before, except only the last moment,
which of course will be absolutely unrecognizable to itself.
Indeed, even this last moment will be recognized like the
rest, or, at least, be just beginning to be so. There is a
little elenchus, or appearance of contradiction, here, which
the ordinary logic of reflection quite suffices to resolve.
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