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IV. MAN'S GLASSY ESSENCE[1]

In The Monist for January, 1891, I tried to show what
conceptions ought to form the brick and mortar of a philosophical
system. Chief among these was that of absolute
chance for which I argued again in last April's number.[2]
In July, I applied another fundamental idea, that of continuity,
to the law of mind. Next in order, I have to elucidate,
from the point of view chosen, the relation between
the psychical and physical aspects of a substance.

The first step towards this ought, I think, to be the framing
of a molecular theory of protoplasm. But before doing
that, it seems indispensable to glance at the constitution
of matter, in general. We shall, thus, unavoidably make a
long detour; but, after all, our pains will not be wasted,
for the problems of the papers that are to follow in the series
will call for the consideration of the same question.

All physicists are rightly agreed the evidence is overwhelming
which shows all sensible matter is composed of
molecules in swift motion and exerting enormous mutual
attractions, and perhaps repulsions, too. Even Sir William
Thomson, Lord Kelvin, who wishes to explode action at a
distance and return to the doctrine of a plenum, not only
speaks of molecules, but undertakes to assign definite mag-*


	↑ The Monist, October, 1892.

	↑ I am rejoiced to find, since my last paper was printed, that a philosopher
as subtle and profound as Dr. Edmund Montgomery has long
been arguing for the same element in the universe. Other world-renowned
thinkers, as M. Renouvier and M. Delbœuf, appear to share this opinion.












[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:Chance,_love,_and_logic_-_philosophical_essays_(IA_chancelovelogicp00peir_0).pdf/280&oldid=13709911"


				
			

			
			

		
		
		  
  	
  		 
 
  		
  				Last edited on 9 December 2023, at 15:44
  		
  		 
 
  	

  
	
			
			
	    Languages

	    
	        

	        

	        This page is not available in other languages.

	    
	
	[image: Wikisource]



				 This page was last edited on 9 December 2023, at 15:44.
	Content is available under CC BY-SA 4.0 unless otherwise noted.



				Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Terms of Use
	Desktop



			

		
			








