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	eralization not, is like saying that diversity is primordial

but diversification not. It turns logic upside down. At
any rate, it is clear that nothing but a principle of habit,
itself due to the growth by habit of an infinitesimal chance
tendency toward habit-taking, is the only bridge that can
span the chasm between the chance-medley of chaos and
the cosmos of order and law.

I shall not attempt a molecular explanation of the phenomena
of reproduction, because that would require a subsidiary
hypothesis, and carry me away from my main
object. Such phenomena, universally diffused though they
be, appear to depend upon special conditions; and we do
not find that all protoplasm has reproductive powers.

But what is to be said of the property of feeling? If
consciousness belongs to all protoplasm, by what mechanical
constitution is this to be accounted for? The slime
is nothing but a chemical compound. There is no inherent
impossibility in its being formed synthetically in the laboratory,
out of its chemical elements; and if it were so made,
it would present all the characters of natural protoplasm.
No doubt, then, it would feel. To hesitate to admit this
would be puerile and ultra-puerile. By what element of
the molecular arrangement, then, would that feeling be
caused? This question cannot be evaded or pooh-poohed.
Protoplasm certainly does feel; and unless we are to accept
a weak dualism, the property must be shown to arise from
some peculiarity of the mechanical system. Yet the attempt
to deduce it from the three laws of mechanics, applied
to never so ingenious a mechanical contrivance, would
obviously be futile. It can never be explained, unless we
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