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V. EVOLUTIONARY LOVE[1]

AT FIRST BLUSH. COUNTER-GOSPELS

Philosophy, when just escaping from its golden pupa-skin,
mythology, proclaimed the great evolutionary agency of the
universe to be Love. Or, since this pirate-lingo, English,
is poor in such-like words, let us say Eros, the exuberance-love.
Afterwards, Empedocles set up passionate-love and
hate as the two co-ordinate powers of the universe. In some
passages, kindness is the word. But certainly, in any sense
in which it has an opposite, to be senior partner of that
opposite, is the highest position that love can attain. Nevertheless,
the ontological gospeller, in whose days those views
were familiar topics, made the One Supreme Being, by
whom all things have been made out of nothing, to be
cherishing-love. What, then, can he say to hate? Never
mind, at this time, what the scribe of the apocalypse, if he
were John, stung at length by persecution into a rage unable
to distinguish suggestions of evil from visions of heaven,
and so become the Slanderer of God to men, may have
dreamed. The question is rather what the sane John
thought, or ought to have thought, in order to carry out
his idea consistently. His statement that God is love seems
aimed at that saying of Ecclesiastes that we cannot tell
whether God bears us love or hatred. "Nay," says John,
"we can tell, and very simply! We know and have


	↑ The Monist, January, 1893.
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