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trusted the love which God hath in us. God is love."
There is no logic in this, unless it means that God loves all
men. In the preceding paragraph, he had said, "God is
light and in him is no darkness at all." We are to understand,
then, that as darkness is merely the defect of light,
so hatred and evil are mere imperfect stages of [Greek: agapê]
and [Greek: agathon], love and loveliness. This concords with that
utterance reported in John's Gospel: "God sent not the
Son into the world to judge the world; but that the world
should through him be saved. He that believeth on him is
not judged: he that believeth not hath been judged already
. . . .
And this is the judgment, that the light is
come into the world, and that men loved darkness rather
than the light." That is to say, God visits no punishment
on them; they punish themselves, by their natural affinity
for the defective. Thus, the love that God is, is not a love
of which hatred is the contrary; otherwise Satan would be
a co-ordinate power; but it is a love which embraces hatred
as an imperfect stage of it, an Anteros—yea, even needs
hatred and hatefulness as its object. For self-love is no
love; so if God's self is love, that which he loves must be
defect of love; just as a luminary can light up only that
which otherwise would be dark. Henry James, the Swedenborgian,
says: "It is no doubt very tolerable finite or
creaturely love to love one's own in another, to love another
for his conformity to one's self: but nothing can be in
more flagrant contrast with the creative Love, all whose
tenderness ex vi termini must be reserved only for what intrinsically is most bitterly hostile and negative to itself." This is from Substance and Shadow: an Essay on the
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