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after drifting one way and the other for a long time, opinion
will at last go right. And it is true that metaphysicians get
the right ideas at last; Hegel's system of Nature represents
tolerably the science of that day; and one may be sure that
whatever scientific investigation has put out of doubt will
presently receive a priori demonstration on the part of the
metaphysicians. But with the scientific method the case
is different. I may start with known and observed facts
to proceed to the unknown; and yet the rules which I follow
in doing so may not be such as investigation would approve.
The test of whether I am truly following the
method is not an immediate appeal to my feelings and purposes,
but, on the contrary, itself involves the application
of the method. Hence it is that bad reasoning as well as
good reasoning is possible; and this fact is the foundation
of the practical side of logic.

It is not to be supposed that the first three methods of
settling opinion present no advantage whatever over the
scientific method. On the contrary, each has some peculiar
convenience of its own. The a priori method is distinguished
for its comfortable conclusions. It is the nature
of the process to adopt whatever belief we are inclined to,
and there are certain flatteries to one's vanities which we
all believe by nature, until we are awakened from our pleasing
dream by rough facts. The method of authority will
always govern the mass of mankind; and those who wield
the various forms of organized force in the state will never
be convinced that dangerous reasoning ought not to be
suppressed in some way. If liberty of speech is to be untrammeled
from the grosser forms of constraint, then uni-
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