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cases, hardly seems to deserve the name of clearness of
apprehension, since after all it only amounts to a subjective
feeling of mastery which may be entirely mistaken. I take
it, however, that when the logicians speak of "clearness,"
they mean nothing more than such a familiarity with an
idea, since they regard the quality as but a small merit,
which needs to be supplemented by another, which they call
distinctness.

A distinct idea is defined as one which contains nothing
which is not clear. This is technical language; by the
contents of an idea logicians understand whatever is contained
in its definition. So that an idea is distinctly apprehended,
according to them, when we can give a precise
definition of it, in abstract terms. Here the professional
logicians leave the subject; and I would not have troubled
the reader with what they have to say, if it were not such
a striking example of how they have been slumbering
through ages of intellectual activity, listlessly disregarding
the enginery of modern thought, and never dreaming of
applying its lessons to the improvement of logic. It is easy
to show that the doctrine that familiar use and abstract
distinctness make the perfection of apprehension, has its
only true place in philosophies which have long been extinct;
and it is now time to formulate the method of attaining
to a more perfect clearness of thought, such as we see
and admire in the thinkers of our own time.

When Descartes set about the reconstruction of philosophy,
his first step was to (theoretically) permit skepticism
and to discard the practice of the schoolmen of looking to
authority as the ultimate source of truth. That done, he
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