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opinion which is fated[1] to be ultimately agreed to by all
who investigate, is what we mean by the truth, and the object
represented in this opinion is the real. That is the way
I would explain reality.

But it may be said that this view is directly opposed
to the abstract definition which we have given of reality,
inasmuch as it makes the characters of the real depend
on what is ultimately thought about them. But the answer
to this is that, on the one hand, reality is independent, not
necessarily of thought in general, but only of what you or
I or any finite number of men may think about it; and that,
on the other hand, though the object of the final opinion
depends on what that opinion is, yet what that opinion is
does not depend on what you or I or any man thinks. Our
perversity and that of others may indefinitely postpone the
settlement of opinion; it might even conceivably cause an
arbitrary proposition to be universally accepted as long as
the human race should last. Yet even that would not change
the nature of the belief, which alone could be the result of
investigation carried sufficiently far; and if, after the extinction
of our race, another should arise with faculties and
disposition for investigation, that true opinion must be the
one which they would ultimately come to. "Truth crushed
to earth shall rise again," and the opinion which would
finally result from investigation does not depend on how
anybody may actually think. But the reality of that which
is real does depend on the real fact that investigation is


	↑ Fate means merely that which is sure to come true, and can nohow
be avoided. It is a superstition to suppose that a certain sort of events
are ever fated, and it is another to suppose that the word fate can never
be freed from its superstitious taint. We are all fated to die.
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