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the remnant of his forces by his Chickasaw guides; and Marquette felt that
his work was practically done, he determined, however, to enter the land
of the Arkansas, and reached the village of the Mitchigamea (N. lat. 33°),
where, for the first time on this wonderful trip, the natives came out against
him with hostile intentions. Armed with bows and arrows, clubs, etc., the
Arkansas warriors closed round the little birch-bark canoes in their own
larger vessels, and it
seemed for a moment
as if the fate of the
intruders was sealed;
but, rising up among
the gesticulating
crowds, Marquette
held his calumet aloft,
and, as if by magic,
the weapons sunk,
and the yells of rage
were converted into
shouts of welcome.

On the following day, Marquette
and his people were escorted,
by the very men who
had been so eager for their blood,
to the village of Arkansea, and
here, having learned that the
Father of Waters pursued its
course in a south-easterly direction to the Gulf of Mexico, our hero resolved
to turn back. The return voyage up the Mississippi was little more than a
repetition of the descent, till its junction with the Illinois was reached, when
the canoes were embarked on the waters of the latter river, and a new land,
consisting chiefly of extensive and fertile prairies, was entered. The men
of Eastern Illinois showed themselves true brethren of the members of their
tribe who had so hospitably received the French on the western side of the
great river, and the explorers, after resisting all entreaties to take up their
abode on the Illinois, were escorted in a north-easterly direction to Lake
Michigan by way of Chicago, and arrived safely on the northern shores of
Lake Michigan, after an absence of about two years.
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MOUTH OF THE OHIO RIVER.
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