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	westerly direction, and reached the narrow passage known as the Welcome

between its eastern shores and Southampton Island. Here, for some unknown
reason, he turned southward, and, after an exciting cruise along the
coasts of the great bay, he came to the mouth of its greatest feeder, the
Nelson, in N. lat. 56° 35´. Convinced that no passage to the northern ocean
was to be found so far south, and ignorant how near he had been to it when
he changed his course at the outlet of the Welcome, he now struck across
the bay in a north-westerly direction, till he came to the most southerly
point of Southampton Island, called Carey's Swan's Nest.

So much time had been wasted in the détour southward, which has won
for Fox a mention in our present volume, that he could now only advance a
short distance along the channel bearing his name, between the east of
Southampton Island and the western boundaries of the bay. Compelled to
return to England without having accomplished much, he learned a little
later, somewhat to his disgust, that his discoveries in the south of the bay
had been continued by his rival, Captain James. James had met him at the
mouth of the Welcome, in a little vessel fitted out by the merchants of
Bristol, with the same end in view as Fox had—the finding of a passage to
the East by way of Hudson's Bay.

James, told by Fox that he was quite sure not to succeed in his quest, had
been driven, after this far from cheering meeting, to steer for the south in
consequence of his inability to cope with the huge masses of ice which were
now beginning to fill the northern half of the bay, and arriving at what is
now known as Charlton's Island, in N. lat. 52° 5´, W. long. 80° 15´, he determined
to winter there.

Terrible sufferings were now endured, but through them all James and his
men kept up their courage, preparing, in face of every difficulty, for starting
on the return voyage early in the following year. The battered vessel
was refitted; the southern shores alike of the island and of the bay, were
carefully examined; and when home was at last reached by the survivors of
the party, the reports given by them, though not exactly encouraging to the
general public, were such as to embolden a few enterprising spirits to see
what could be done in the same direction.

A few years after the return of James to England, a Frenchman named
Grosseliez made a journey of discovery from Canada, and, after a successful
cruise up the western shores of Hudson's Bay, landed in Nelson's River.
Here, to his intense astonishment, he found a little settlement of white men,
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