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The Concept of Relative Surplus-Value.
347


and shortening, pro tanto, the necessary labour-time. But it
is only in so far as he ultimately contributes to this result,
that he assists in raising the general rate of surplus-value.[1]
The general and necessary tendencies of capital must be distinguished from their forms of manifestation.

It is not our intention to consider, here, the way in which
the laws, immanent in capitalist production, manifest themselves 
in the movements of individual masses of capital, where
they assert themselves as coercive laws of competition, and are
brought home to the mind and consciousness of the individual
capitalist as the directing motives of his operations. But this
much is clear; a scientific analysis of competition is not possible, 
before we have a conception of the inner nature of capital,
just as the apparent motions of the heavenly bodies are not
intelligible to any but him, who is acquainted with their real
motions, motions which are not directly perceptible by the
senses. Nevertheless, for the better comprehension of the
production of relative surplus-value, we may add the following 
remarks, in which we assume nothing more than the results we have already obtained.

If one hour’s labour is embodied in sixpence, a value of six
shillings will be produced in a working day of 12 hours.
Suppose, that with the prevailing productiveness of labour, 12
articles are produced in these 12 hours. Let the value of the
means of production used in each article be sixpence. Under
these circumstances, each article costs one shilling: sixpence
for the value of the means of production, and sixpence for the
value newly added in working with those means. Now let
some one capitalist contrive to double the productiveness of
labour, and to produce in the working day of 12 hours, 24 
instead of 12 such articles. The value of the means of production 
remaining the same, the value of each article will fall to
ninepence, made up of sixpence for the value of the means of
production and threepence for the value newly added by the
labour. Despite the doubled productiveness of labour, the


	↑ “Let us suppose … the products … of the manufacturer are doubled by improvement in machinery … he will be able to clothe his workmen by means of a smaller proportion of the entire return … and thus his profit will be raised. But in no other way will it be influenced.” (Ramsay, l. c. p. 168, 169.)
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