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450
Capitalist Production.



day of eleven hours, average weekly wages 10s. 31/2d.”[1] Here
we have more produced in eleven hours than previously in
twelve, and entirely in consequence of more steady application
and economy of time by the workpeople. While they got the
same wages and gained one hour of spare time, the capitalist
got the same amount produced and saved the cost of coal, gas,
and other such items, for one hour. Similar experiments, and
with the like success, were carried out in the mills of Messrs,
Horrocks and Jacson.[2]
The shortening of the hours of labour creates, to begin with,
the subjective conditions for the condensation of labour, by
enabling the workman to exert more strength in a given time.
So soon as that shortening becomes compulsory, machinery 
becomes in the hands of capital the objective means, systematically 
employed for squeezing out more labour in a given time.
This is effected in two ways: by increasing the speed of the
machinery, and by giving the workman more machinery to
tend. Improved construction of the machinery is necessary,
partly because without it greater pressure cannot be put on
the workman, and partly because the shortened hours of labour
force the capitalist to exercise the strictest watch over the cost
of production. The improvements in the steam-engine have
increased the piston speed, and at the same time have made it
possible, by means of a greater economy of power, to drive
with the same or even a smaller consumption of coal more
machinery with the same engine. The improvements in the
transmitting mechanism have lessened friction, and, what so
strikingly distinguishes modern from the older machinery,
have reduced the diameter and weight of the shafting to a
constantly decreasing minimum. Finally, the improvements
in the operative machines have, while reducing their size, 
increased their speed and efficiency, as in the modern power-loom; 
or, while increasing the size of their frame-work, have
also increased the extent and number of their working parts,


	↑ l. c., p. 22.

	↑ The moral element played an important part in the above experiments. The workpeople told the factory inspector: “We work with more spirit, we have the reward ever before us of getting away sooner at night, and one active and cheerful spirit pervades the whole mill, from the youngest piecer to the oldest hand, and we can greatly help each other” (l. c.)
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