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Machinery and Modern Industry.
459


automaton, but as an autocrat. “In these spacious halls the
benignant power of steam summons around him his myriads
of willing menials.”[1]
Along with the tool, the skill of the workman in handling it
passes over to the machine. The capabilities of the tool are
emancipated from the restraints that are inseparable from
human labour-power. Thereby the technical foundation on
which is based the division of labour in Manufacture, is swept
away. Hence, in the place of the hierarchy of specialised
workmen that characterises manufacture, there steps, in the
automatic factory, a tendency to equalise and reduce to one
and the same level every kind of work that has to be done
by the minders of the machines;[2] in the place of the artificially 
produced differentiations of the detail workmen, step
the natural differences of age and sex.

So far as division of labour re-appears in the factory, it is
primarily a distribution of the workmen among the specialised
machines; and of masses of workmen, not however organised
into groups, among the various departments of the factory,
in each of which they work at a number of similar machines
placed together; their co-operation, therefore, is only simple.
The organised group, peculiar to manufacture, is replaced by
the connexion between the head workman and his few assistants. 
The essential division is, into workmen who are actually
employed on the machines (among whom are included a few
who look after the engine), and into mere attendants (almost
exclusively children) of these workmen. Among the attendants 
are reckoned more or less all “Feeders” who supply the
machines with the material to be worked. In addition to
these two principal classes, there is a numerically unimportant
class of persons, whose occupation it is to look after the whole
of the machinery and repair it from time to time; such as
engineers, mechanics, joiners, &. This is a superior class of
workmen, some of them scientifically educated, others brought
up to a trade; it is distinct from the factory operative class,


	↑ Ure, l. c., p. 18.

	↑ Ure, l. c., p. 81. See Karl Marx, Poverty of Philosophy, p. 122.
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