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Capitalist Production.



continue to exist as a broad foundation. The great production
of surplus-value in these branches of labour, and the 
progressive cheapening of their articles, were and are chiefly due
to the minimum wages paid, no more than requisite for a
miserable vegetation, and to the extension of working time
up to the maximum endurable by the human organism. It
was in fact by the cheapness of the human sweat and the
human blood, which were converted into commodities, that
the markets were constantly being extended, and continue
daily to be extended; more especially was this the case with
England’s colonial markets, where, besides, English tastes and
habits prevail. At last the critical point was reached. The
basis of the old method, sheer brutality in the exploitation of
the workpeople, accompanied more or less by a systematic 
division of labour, no longer sufficed for the extending markets
and for the still more rapidly extending competition of the
capitalists. The hour struck for the advent of machinery.
The decisively revolutionary machine, the machine which 
attacks in an equal degree the whole of the numberless branches
of this sphere of production, dressmaking, tailoring, 
shoe-making, sewing, hat-making, and many others, is the sewing-machine.

Its immediate effect on the workpeople is like that of all
machinery, which, since the rise of modern industry, has
seized upon new branches of trade. Children of too tender
an age are sent adrift. The wage of the machine hands rises
compared with that of the house-workers, many of whom 
belong to the poorest of the poor. That of the better situated
handicraftsmen, with whom the machine competes, sinks.
The new machine hands are exclusively girls and young
women. With the help of mechanical force, they destroy
the monopoly that male labour had of the heavier work, and
they drive off from the lighter work numbers of old women
and very young children. The overpowering competition
crushes the weakest of the manual labourers. The fearful 
increase in death from starvation during the last 10 years in
London runs parallel with the extension of machine sewing.[1]


	↑ An instance. The weekly report of deaths by the Registrar General dated 26th
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