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Capitalist Production.



always the case with machinery when not organised into a
system, and when it can also be used in dwarfish proportions,
handicraftsmen and domestic workers, along with their families, 
or with a little extra labour from without, makes use of
their own sewing machines.[1] The system actually prevalent
in England is, that the capitalist concentrates a large number
of machines on his premises, and then distributes the 
produce of those machines for further manipulation amongst the
domestic workers.[2] The variety of the transition forms, 
however, does not conceal the tendency to conversion into the
factory system proper. This tendency is nurtured by the very
nature of the sewing machine, the manifold uses of which
push on the concentration, under one roof, and one management, 
of previously separated branches of a trade. It is also
favoured by the circumstance that preparatory needlework,
and certain other operations, are most conveniently done on
the premises where the machine is at work; as well as by the
inevitable expropriation of the hand sewers, and of the 
domestic workers who work with their own machines, This
fate has already in part overtaken them. The constantly
increasing amount of capital invested in sewing machines,[3]
gives the spur to the production of, and gluts the markets
with, machine-made articles, thereby giving the signal to the
domestic workers for the sale of their machines. The 
over-production of sewing machines themselves, causes their 
producers, in bad want of a sale, to let them out for so much a
week, thus crushing by their deadly competition the small
owners of machines.[4] Constant changes in the construction
of the machines, and their ever-increasing cheapness, 
depreciate day by day the older makes, and allow of their being
sold in great numbers, at absurd prices, to large capitalists,
who alone can thus employ them at a profit. Finally, the 
substitution of the steam-engine for man gives in this, as in all
similar revolutions, the finishing blow. At first, the use of


	↑ In glove-making and other industries where the condition of the workpeople is hardly distinguishable from that of paupers, this does not occur.

	↑ l. c., p. 2, n. 122.

	↑ In the wholesale hoot and shoe trade of Leicester alone, there were in 1864 800 sewing machines already in use.

	↑ l.c., p. 84, n. 124.
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