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Machinery and Modern Industry.
537


chinery—into a law affecting social production as a whole,
arose, as we have seen, from the mode in which Modern Industry 
was historically developed. In the rear of that industry,
the traditional form of manufacture, of handicraft, and of
domestic industry, is entirely revolutionised; manufactures are
constantly passing into the factory system, and handicrafts
into manufactures; and lastly, the spheres of handicraft and
of the domestic industries become, in a, comparatively speaking, 
wonderfully short time, dens of misery in which capitalistic 
exploitation obtains free play for the wildest excesses.
There are two circumstances that finally turn the scale: first,
the constantly recurring experience that capital, so soon as it
finds itself subject to legal control at one point, compensates 
itself all the more recklessly at other points;[1] secondly, the cry
of the capitalists for equality in the conditions of competition,
i.e., for equal restraint on all exploitation of labour.[2] On
this point let us listen to two heart-broken cries. Messrs.
Cooksley of Bristol, nail and chain, &c., manufacturers, 
spontaneously introduced the regulations of the Factory Act into
their business. “As the old irregular system prevails in 
neighbouring works, the Messrs. Cooksley are subject to the 
disadvantage of having their boys enticed to continue their labour
elsewhere after 6 p.m. ‘This,’ they naturally say, ‘is an injustice 
and loss to us, as it exhausts a portion of the boy’s strength,
of which we ought to have the full benefit.’”[3] Mr. J. Simpson 
(paper box and bagmaker, London) states before the 
commissioners of the Ch. Empl. Comm.: “He would sign any
petition for it” (legislative interference) … “As it
was, he always felt restless at night, when he had closed his
place, lest others should be working later than him and getting
away his orders.”[4] Summarising, the Ch. Empl. Comm. says:
“It would be unjust to the larger employers that their factories
should be placed under regulation, while the hours of labour
in the smaller places in their own branch of business were
under no legislative restriction. And to the injustice arising


	↑ Rep. Insp. of Fact., 31st October, 1865, p. 27-32.

	↑ Numerous instances will be found in Rep. of Insp. of Fact.

	↑ Ch. Empl. Comm., V. Rep., p. x. n. 35.

	↑ Ch. Empl. Comm., V. Rep., p. ix. n. 28.
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