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National Differences of Wages.
613


therefore, unequal international values, which are expressed in
different prices, i.e., in sums of money varying according to
international values. The relative value of money will, therefore, 
be less in the nation with more developed capitalist
mode of production than in the nation with less developed.
It follows, then, that the nominal wages, the equivalent of
labour-power expressed in money, will also be higher in the
first nation than in the second; which does not at all prove
that this holds also for the real wages, i.e., for the means of
subsistence placed at the disposal of the labourer.

But even apart from these relative differences of the value
of money in different countries, it will be found, frequently,
that the daily or weekly, &c., wage in the first nation is higher
than in the second, whilst the relative price of labour, i.e., the
price of labour as compared both with surplus-value and with
the value of the product, stands higher in the second than in
the first.[1]
J. W. Cowell, member of the Factory Commission of 1833, after careful investigation of the spinning trade, came to the conclusion that, “in England wages are virtually lower to the capitalist, though higher to the operative than on the Continent of Europe.” (Ure, p. 814.) The English Factory Inspector, Alexander Redgrave, in his Report of Oct. 31st, 1866, proves by comparative statistics with Continental states, that in spite of lower wages and much longer working-time, Continental labour is, in proportion to the product, dearer than English. An English manager of a cotton factory in Olden-


	↑ James Anderson remarks in his polemic against Adam Smith: “It deserves, likewise, to be remarked, that although the apparent price of labour is usually lower in poor countries, where the produce of the soil, and grain in general, is cheap; yet it is in fact for the most part really higher than in other countries. For it is not the wages that is given to the labourer per day that constitutes the real price of labour, although it is its apparent price. The real price is that which a certain quantity of work performed actually costs the employer; and considered in this light, labour is in almost all cases cheaper in rich countries than in those that are poorer, although the price of grain, and other provisions, is usually much lower in the last than in the first.… Labour estimated by the day, is much lower in Scotland than in England.… Labour by the piece is generally cheaper in England.” (James Anderson, Observations on the means of exciting a spirit of National Industry, &c., Edin. 1777, pp. 350, 351). On the contrary, lowness of wages produces, in its turn, dearness of labour. “Labour being dearer in Ireland than it is in England … because the wages are so much lower.” (N. 2079 in Royal Commission on Railways, Minutes, 1867.)
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