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Capitalist Production.



the intervention of money vanishes immediately, if, instead
of taking a single capitalist and a single labourer, we take the
elass of capitalists and the clasyof labourers as a whole. The
eapitalist class is constantly giving to the labouring class 
order-notes, in the form of money, on a portion of the commodities
produced by the latter and appropriated by the former. The
labourers give these order-notes back just as constantly to the
capitalist class, and in this way get their share of their own
product. The transaction is veiled by the commodity-form of
the product and the money-form of the commodity.

Variable capital is therefore only a particular historical form
of appearance of the fund for providing the necessaries of life,
or the labour-fund which the labourer requires for the maintenance 
of himself and family, and which, whatever be the
system of social production, he must himself produce and 
reproduce. If the labour-fund constantly flows to him in the
form of money that pays for his labour, it is because the 
product he has created moves constantly away from him in the
form of capital. But all this does not alter the fact, that it is
the labourer’s own labour, realised in a product, which is 
advanced to him by the capitalist.[1] Let us take a peasant liable
to do compulsory service for his lord. He works on his own
land, with his own means of production, for, say, 3 days a
week. The 8 other days he does forced work on the lord’s 
domain. He constantly reproduces his own labour-fund, which
never, in his case, takes the form of a money payment for his
labour, advanced by another person. But in return, his unpaid 
forced labour for the lord, on its side, never acquires the
character of voluntary paid labour. If one fine morning the
lord appropriates to himself the land, the cattle, the seed, in a
word, the means of production of this peasant, the latter will
thenceforth be obliged to sell his labour-power to the lord. He
will, ceteris paribus, labour 6 days a week as before, 3 for 
himself, 3 for his lord, who thenceforth becomes a wages-paying
capitalist. As before, he will use up the means of production


	↑ “When capital is employed in advancing to the workmen his wages, it adds nothing to the funds for the maintenance of labour.” (Cazenove in note to his edition of Malthus, Definitions in Pol. Econ. London, 1853, p. 22.)
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