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The General Law of Capitalist Accumulation.
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ance of food. In another part of the yard was a rickety little
wooden house, and when we opened the door of it, we found
it filled with men who were huddled together shoulder to
shoulder, for the warmth of one another’s bodies and breath.
They were picking oakum and disputing the while as to which
could work the longest on a given quantity of food—for 
endurance was the point of honour. Seven thousand …
in this one workhouse … were recipients of relief
many hundreds of them … it appeared, were,
six or eight months ago, earning the highest wages paid to
artisans.… Their number would be more than doubled
by the count of those who, having exhausted all their savings,
still refuse to apply to the parish, because they have a little
left to pawn. Leaving the workhouse, I took a walk through
the streets, mostly of little one-storey houses, that abound in
the neighbourhood of Poplar. My guide was a member of the
Committee of the Unemployed.… My first call was on
an ironworker who had been seven and twenty weeks out of
employment. I found the man with his family sitting in a
little back room. The room was not bare of furniture, and
there was a fire in it. This was necessary to keep the naked
feet of the young children from getting frost bitten, for it was
a bitterly cold day. On a tray in front of the fire lay a 
quantity of oakum, which the wife and children were picking in
return for their allowance from the parish. The man worked
in the stone yard of the workhouse for a certain ratio of food,
and three pence per day. He had now come home to dinner
quite hungry, as he told us with a melancholy smile, and his
dinner consisted of a couple of slices of bread and dripping,
and a cup of milkless tea.… The next door at which
we knocked was opened by a middle-aged woman, who, without 
saying a word, led us into a little back parlour, in which
sat all her family, silent and fixedly staring at a rapidly dying
fire. Such desolation, such hopelessness was about these 
people and their little room, as I should not care to witness again.
‘Nothing have they done, sir,’ said the woman, pointing to
her boys, ‘for six and twenty weeks; and all our money gone—all 
the twenty pounds that me and father saved when times
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