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were better, thinking it would yield a little to keep us when
we got past work. Look at it,’ she said, almost fiercely, 
bringing out a bank book with all its well-kept entries of money
paid in, and money taken out, so that we could see how the
little fortune had begun with the first five shilling deposit,
and had grown by little and little to be twenty pounds, and
how it had melted down again till the sum in hand got from
pounds to shillings, and the last entry made the book as 
worthless as a blank sheet. This family received relief from the
workhouse, and it furnished them with just one scanty meal
per day.… Our next visit was to an iron labourer’s
wife, whose husband had worked in the yards. We found her
ill from want of food, lying on a mattress in her clothes, and
just covered with a strip of carpet, for all the bedding had been
pawned. Two wretched children were tending her, themselves
looking as much in need of nursing as their mother. Nineteen
weeks of enforced idleness had brought them to this pass, and
while the mother told the history of that bitter past, she
moaned as if all her faith in a future that should atone for it
were dead.… On getting outside a young fellow came
running after us, and asked us to step inside his house and see
if anything could be done for him. A young wife, two pretty
children, a cluster of pawn-tickets, and a bare room were all
he had to show.”

On the after pains of the crisis of 1866, the following extract
from a Tory newspaper. It must not be forgotten that the
East-end of London, which is here dealt with, is not only the
seat of the iron shipbuilding mentioned above, but also of
a so-called “home-industry” always underpaid. “A frightful
spectacle was to be seen yesterday in one part of the 
metropolis. Although the unemployed thousands of the East End
did not parade with their black flags en masse, the human
torrent was imposing enough. Let us remember what these
people suffer. They are dying of hunger. That is the simple
and terrible fact. There are 40,000 of them.… In
our presence, in one quarter of this wonderful metropolis, are
packed—next door to the most enormous accumulation of
wealth the world ever saw—cheek by jowel with this are
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