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The General Law of Capitalist Accumulation.
741


ing, as well as to his self-respect, amusements, &c., is an ideal
never attained again since that time. His average wage 
expressed in pints of what was from 1770 to 1771, 90 pints, in
Eden’s time (1797) only 65, in 1808 but 60.[1]
The state of the agricultural labourer at the end of the
Anti-Jacobin war, during which landed proprietors, farmers,
manufacturers, merchants, bankers, stockbrokers, army-contractors, 
&c., enriched themselves so extraordinarily, has been
already indicated above. The nominal wages rose in 
consequence partly of the bank-note depreciation, partly of a
rise in the price of the primary means of subsistence 
independent of this depreciation. But the actual wage-variation
can be evidenced in a very simple way, without entering ito
details that are here unnecessary. The Poor Law and its 
administration were in 1795 and 1814 the same. It will be
remembered how this law was carried out in the country 
districts: in the form of alms the parish made up the nominal
wage to the nominal sum required for the simple vegetation
of the labourer. The ratio between the wages paid by the
farmer, and the wage-deficit made good by the parish, shows
us two things. First, the falling of wages below their 
minimum; second, the degree in which the agricultural labourer
was a compound of wage-labourer and pauper, or the degree
in which he had been turned into a serf of his parish. Let
us take one county that represents the average condition of
things in all counties. In Northamptonshire, in 1795, the
average weekly wage was 7s. 6d.; the total yearly expenditure
of a family of 6 persons, £36 12s, 5d.; their total income,
£29 18s.; deficit made good by the parish, £6 143. 5d. In
1814, in the same county, the weekly wage was 12s. 2d.; the
total yearly expenditure of a family of 5 persons, £54 18s
4d.; their total income, £36 2s.; deficit made good by the
parish, £18 16s. 4d.[2] In 1795 the deficit was less than ¼ the
wage, in 1814, more than half. It is self-evident that, under
these circumstances, the meagre comforts that Eden still
found in the cottage of the agricultural labourer, had van-


	↑ Barton, l. c., p. 26. For the end of the 18th century cf. Eden, l. c.

	↑ Barry, l. c., p. 86.
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