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Capitalist Production.



ished by 1814.[1] Of all the animals kept by the farmer, the
labourer, the instrumentum vocale, was, thenceforth, the most
oppressed, the worst nourished, the most brutally treated.

The same state of things went on quietly until “the Swing
riots, in 1880, revealed to us [i.e., the ruling classes] by the
light of blazing corn-stacks, that misery and black mutinous
discontent smouldered quite as fiercely under the surface of
agricultural as of manufacturing England.”[2] At this time,
Sadler, in the House of Commons, christened the agricultural
labourers “white slaves,” and a Bishop echoed the epithet in
the Upper House. The most notable political economist of
that period—E. G. Wakefield—says: “The peasant of the
South of England … is not a freeman, nor is he a
slave; he is a pauper.”[3]
The time just before the repeal of the Corn Laws threw new
light on the condition of the agricultural labourers. On the
one hand, it was to the interest of the middle-class agitators to
prove how little the Corn Laws protected the actual producers
of the corn. On the other hand, the industrial bourgeoisie
foamed with sullen rage at the denunciations of the factory
system by the landed aristocracy, at the pretended sympathy
with the woes of the factory operatives, of those utterly
corrupt, heartless, and genteel loafers, and at their “diplomatic
zeal” for factory legislation. It is an old English proverb
that “when thieves fall out, honest men come by their own,”
and, in fact, the noisy, passionate quarrel between the two
fractions of the ruling class about the question, which of the
two exploited the labourers the more shamefully, was on each
hand the midwife of the truth. [[Author:Anthony Ashley Cooper (1621-1683)
|Earl Shaftesbury]], then
Lord Ashley, was commander-in-chief in the aristocratic, 
philanthropic, anti-factory campaign. He was, therefore, in
1845, a favourite subject in the revelations of the “Morning
Chronicle” on the condition of the agricultural labourers.
This journal, then the most important Liberal organ, sent
special commissioners into the agricultural districts, who did
not content themselves with mere general descriptions and


	↑ id., p. 213.

	↑ S. Laing. l. c, p. 62.

	↑ England and America. Lond., 1883. Vol. I., p. 47.
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