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sort accumulated wealth, and the latter sort had at last nothing
to sell except their own skins. And from this original sin
dates the poverty of the great majority that, despite all its
labour, has up to now nothing to sell but itself, and the wealth
of the few that increases constantly although they have long
ceased to work. Such insipid childishness is every day
preached to us in the defence of property. M. Thiers, e.g.,
had the assurance to repeat it with all the solemnity of a 
statesman, to the French people, once so spirituel. But as soon as
the question of property crops up, it becomes a sacred duty
to proclaim the intellectual food of the infant as the one
thing fit for all ages and for all stages of development. In
actual history it is notorious that conquest, enslavement, 
robbery, murder, briefly force, play the great part. In the tender
annals of Political Economy, the idyllic reigns from time 
immemorial. Right and “labour” were from all time the sole
means of enrichment, the present year of course always 
excepted. As a matter of fact, the methods of primitive 
accumulation are anything but idyllic.

In themselves, money and commodities are no more capital
than are the means of production and of subsistence. They
want transforming into capital. But this transformation 
itself can only take place under certain circumstances that
centre in this, viz., that two very different kinds of 
commodity-possessors must come face to face and into contact; on the
one hand, the owners of money, means of production, means
of subsistence, who are eager to increase the sum of values
they possess, by buying other people’s labour-power; on the
other hand, free labourers, the sellers of their own labour-power, 
and therefore the sellers of labour. Free labourers, in the
double sense that neither they themselves form part and parcel
of the means of production, as in the case of slaves, bondsmen,
&c., nor do the means of production belong to them, as in
the case of peasant-proprietors; they are, therefore, free
from, unencumbered by, any means of production of their
own. With this polarisation of the market for commodities,
the fundamental conditions of capitalist production are
given. The capitalist system presupposes the complete sep-
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