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Commodities.
75


commodities, it necessarily follows, that the various owners of the latter exchange them for the linen, and consequently express the value of their various commodities in one and the same third commodity, the linen. If then, we reverse the series, 20 yards of linen = 1 coat or = 10 lbs. of tea, etc., that is to say, if we give expression to the converse relation already implied in the series, we get,



	C. The General form of value.

	1 coat	          }{\displaystyle \scriptstyle {\left.{\begin{matrix}\ \\\\\ \\\ \\\ \\\ \\\ \\\ \\\ \\\ \ \end{matrix}}\right\}\,}}[image: {\displaystyle \scriptstyle {\left.{\begin{matrix}\ \\\\\ \\\ \\\ \\\ \\\ \\\ \\\ \\\ \ \end{matrix}}\right\}\,}}]	= 20 yards of linen

	10 lbs. of tea

	40 lbs. of coffee

	1 quarter of corn

	2 ounces of gold

	12{\displaystyle \scriptstyle {\frac {1}{2}}}[image: {\displaystyle \scriptstyle {\frac {1}{2}}}] a ton of iron

	x com. A., etc.








1. The altered character of the form of value.




All commodities now express their value (1) in an elementary form, because in a single commodity; (2) with unity, because in one and the same commodity. This form of value is elementary and the same for all, therefore general.

The forms A and B were fit only to express the value of a commodity as something distinct from its use-value or material form.

The first form. A, furnishes such equations as the following:—1 coat = 20 yards of linen, 10 lbs. of tea = 12{\displaystyle \scriptstyle {\frac {1}{2}}}[image: {\displaystyle \scriptstyle {\frac {1}{2}}}] ton of iron. The value of the coat is equated to linen, that of the tea to iron. But to be equated to linen, and again to iron, is to be as different as are linen and iron. This form, it is plain, occurs practically only in the first beginning, when the products of labour are converted into commodities by accidental and occasional exchanges.

The second form, B, distinguishes, in a more adequate manner than the first, the value of a commodity from its use-value; for the value of the coat is there placed in contrast under all possible shapes with the bodily form of the coat; it is equated
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