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Capitalist Production.



every Indian scalp and every captured red-skin: in 1720 a
premium of £100 on every scalp; in 1744, after Massachusetts-Bay 
had proclaimed a certain tribe as rebels, the following
prices: for a male scalp of 12 years and upwards £100 (new
currency), for a male prisoner £105, for women and children
prisoners £50, for scalps of women and children £50. Some
decades later, the colonial system took its revenge on the 
descendanis of the pious pilgrim fathers, who had grown 
seditious in the meantime. At English instigation and for 
English pay they were tomahawked by red-skins. The British
Parliament, proclaimed blood-hounds and scalping as “means
that God and Nature had given into its hand.”

The colonial system ripened, like a hot-house, trade and
navigation. The “societies Monopolia” of Luther were powerful 
levers for concentration of capital. The colonies secured a
market for the budding manufactures, and, through the 
monopoly of the market, an increased accumulation. The 
treasures captured outside Europe by undisguised looting, 
enslavement, and murder, floated back to the mother-country and
were there turned into capital. Holland, which first fully
developed the colonial system, in 1648 stood already in the
acme of its commercial greatness. It was “in almost exclusive 
possession of the East Indian trade and the commerce 
between the south-east and north-west of Europe. Its fisheries,
marine, manufactures, surpassed those of any other country.
The total capital of the Republic was probably more important
than that of all the rest of Europe put together.” Gülich 
forgets to add that by 1648, the people of Holland were more
overworked, poorer and more brutally oppressed than those of
all the rest of Europe put together.

To-day industrial supremacy implies commercial supremacy,
In the period of manufacture properly so-called, it is, on the
other hand, the commercial supremacy that gives industrial
predominance. Hence the preponderant rôle that the colonial
system plays at that time. It was “the strange God” who
perched himself on the altar cheek by jowl with the old Gods
of Europe, and one fine day with a shove and a kick chucked
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