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Genesis of the Industrial Capitalist.
831


should be ransacked for poor children; that they should be
employed by turns during the greater part of the night and
robbed of that rest which, though indispensable to all, is most
required by the young; and that numbers of both sexes, of
different ages and dispositions, should be collected together in
such a manner that the contagion of example cannot but lead
to profligacy and debauchery; will add to the sum of individual 
or national felicity?”[1]
“In the counties of Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire, and more
particularly in Lancashire,” says Fielden, “the newly-invented
machinery was used in large factories built on the sides of
streams capable of turning the water-wheel. Thousands of
hands were suddenly required in these places, remote from
towns; and Lancashire, in particular, being, till then, 
comparatively thinly populated and barren, a population was all
that she now wanted. The small and nimble fingers of little
children being by very far the most in request, the custom
instantly sprang up of procuring apprentices from the different
parish workhouses of London, Birmingham, and elsewhere.
Many, many thousands of these little, hapless creatures were
sent down into the north, being from the age of 7 to the age of
13 or 14 years old. The custom was for the master to clothe
his apprentices and to feed and lodge them in an “apprentice 
house near the factory; overseers were appointed to see
to the works, whose interest it was to work the children to
the utmost, because their pay was in proportion to the quantity
of work that they could exact. Cruelty was, of course, the
consequence.… In many of the manufacturing districts, but
particularly, I am afraid, in the guilty county to which I
belong [Lancashire], cruelties the most heart-rending were
practised upon the unoffending and friendless creatures who
were thus consigned to the charge of master manufacturers;
they were harassed to the brink of death by excess of labour
… were flogged, fettered and tortured in the most exquisite
refinement of cruelty;… they were in many cases starved
to the bone while flogged to their work and … even in
some instances … were driven to commit suicéde.… The


	↑ Eden, l. c., Vol. I., Book II., Ch. I., p. 421.
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