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FOMBOMBO
7


the law, as I have explained, for the reasons I have stated. It 's a peculiar and I must say an unfortunate situation.”

As he continued his absent-minded marking his explanation turned into a soliloquy on the Venezuelan situation:

“You may not know it, Mr. Strawbridge, but there are one or two revolutions which are chronic in Venezuela. There is one in Tachira, a state on the western border of the country. There is another up in the Rio Negro district, headed by a man named Fombombo. They never cease. Every once in a while the federal troops go out to hunt these insurrectionists, a-a-and—” the consul dragged out his “and” after the fashion of a man relating something so well known that it isn't worth while to give his words their proper stress— “a-a-and if they kill them, more spring up.” His voice slumped without interest. He continued marking his pad. “Then there are the foreign juntas. About every four or five years a bunch of Venezuelans go abroad, organize a filibustering expedition, come back, and try to capture the presidency. Now and then one succeeds.” The consul yawned. “Then the diplomatic corps here in Caracas have to get used to a different sort of… of… President.” He paused, smiling at some recollection, then added, “So, you see, one can hardly blame the powers that be for wanting to keep rifles out of the country.”

The young man was openly disappointed.

“Well,… that's very interesting historically,” he said with a mirthless smile, “and I am sure when I send in my expense account for this trip my house will be deeply interested in the historical reasons why I blew in five hundred dollars and landed nothing.”

“Well, that's the state of affairs,” repeated the consul, with the sudden briskness of a man ending an interview. “Insurrectionists in Tachira, old Fombombo raising hell on
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