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CHAPTER X




THOMAS STRAWBRIDGE left "Sol y Sombra" and
started back up the street, hurrying out of habit but
with no objective. His conversation with the little
monkey-eyed clerk had suddenly explained to the drummer
the squalor and filth of Canalejos. It was an intentional filth,
deliberately chosen to escape governmental mulcting. In
short, Venezuelan cities were especially designed to do business in the worst possible way and with the greatest amount
of friction and inconvenience. Strawbridge was bewildered.
He had come from a country where the whole machinery of
government is built for the especial purpose of expediting
business. Now this sudden reversal of motif seemed to him
a mad thing.

What was the object of it? If men did not organize a
government to promote business, why did any exist? Why
did the shop-keepers persist in running their dirty little shops?
Why did the peons go and come, the fishermen labor up and
down the rapids? If business was strangled, what reason was
there for life to go on?

The drummer's steps had led him back to Plaza Mayor, and
by this time the square was full of people. Most of them were
loiterers, sitting on the park benches gazing listlessly at the
palms and ornamental evergreens, or watching the drip of a
fountain too clogged to play. In the center of the plaza was a
statue, and the drummer was somewhat surprised to observe
that it was a full-length figure of General Fombombo. The
statue was of heroic size and held out in its hands a scroll
bearing the words, "Liberty, Equality, Fraternity."
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