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THE colonel's visits now followed John
Gault's with businesslike regularity. One
week from the afternoon when the younger
man had paid his last call, Colonel Reed had
made his customary appearance and proffered
his customary request.

With each succeeding gift of money his
spirits seemed to rise, his gracious bonhomie
to become more pronounced. Upon this occasion
he had said cheerfully, as he dropped the
pieces of gold into his old chamois-skin purse:

"It 's these unconscionable tradespeople
that eat up our resources! Why can't a provident
government arrange things so that we
don't have to pay butchers and bakers and milkmen?
Life would be so much better worth
while if we could spend our money on clothes
and books and entertaining our friends than in
paying bills. Now, this"—jingling the gold in
the purse—"goes to a son of Belial who sells us
groceries on tick."


"Very kind of him, I should say," said the

101













[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:Hard-pan;_a_story_of_bonanza_fortunes_(IA_hardpanbonanza00bonnrich).pdf/113&oldid=14025535"


				
			

			
			

		
		
		  
  	
  		 
 
  		
  				Last edited on 6 April 2024, at 20:45
  		
  		 
 
  	

  
	
			
			
	    Languages

	    
	        

	        

	        This page is not available in other languages.

	    
	
	[image: Wikisource]



				 This page was last edited on 6 April 2024, at 20:45.
	Content is available under CC BY-SA 4.0 unless otherwise noted.



				Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Terms of Use
	Desktop



			

		
			








