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6
HARD-PAN



were mounds of cushions on the divans, and
sudden prolongations of the surroundings in
unexpected mirrors. Framed in the folds of the
portières was the bright, distant picture of the
deserted dining-table, with its bloom of candles
and glint of glass and silver.

The small family party all knew one another
so well, and so constantly met for these little
informal dinners, that when John Gault excused
himself on the ground of an evening
engagement, no one criticized his defection or
urged him to stay. Letitia, who had put on her
new pink gauze dinner-dress that evening, was
more hurt by the fact that he did not comment
upon its splendors than that he left so early.
She was used to his unceremonious inclusion
of herself in the family party, whom he called
by their Christian names and treated with brotherly
informality.

This evening, as usual, she went into the
hall with him for a last word or two while he
put on his coat. Secretly she was hoping that
he would notice her dress; for if Letitia had a
weakness, it was for rich apparel. Fortunately
she could indulge it. She had a fair fortune in
her own right, and being an orphan who made
her home with her married sister, her income
was hers to spend as she pleased.

Standing under the hall light, she regarded
Gault with grave attention as he attempted,











[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:Hard-pan;_a_story_of_bonanza_fortunes_(IA_hardpanbonanza00bonnrich).pdf/18&oldid=14024984"


				
			

			
			

		
		
		  
  	
  		 
 
  		
  				Last edited on 6 April 2024, at 17:07
  		
  		 
 
  	

  
	
			
			
	    Languages

	    
	        

	        

	        This page is not available in other languages.

	    
	
	[image: Wikisource]



				 This page was last edited on 6 April 2024, at 17:07.
	Content is available under CC BY-SA 4.0 unless otherwise noted.



				Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Terms of Use
	Desktop



			

		
			








