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HARD-PAN



the heat less than before; at least, he said little
about it, and occupied himself in teaching Corinne
to play solitaire, a game for which she
evinced a precocious aptitude. Viola, sitting
by the window, where now and then a fine edge
of warm air sifted in between the slats in the
shutters, watched them. Her father seemed as
much interested as the child, and the girl wondered
how in this oppressive exile he could
have spirit for so trivial an amusement.

After three days the heat broke, and was
succeeded by a soothing, balmy coolness, under
the influence of which the city seemed to relax
and rest inert in the torpor of recuperation.
The freshened airs that flowed through the
overheated old house extracted every odor left
from years of bad cooking and insufficient ventilation.
The musty hangings of the rooms
closed in and held the oven-like atmosphere.
Dusty curtains and grease-stained carpets
added their contributions to the closeness left
by years of untidy occupancy.

Viola had spent the morning in the garden,
sitting under the great fig-tree, sewing. The
house was unbearable to her, and she wondered
why her father had chosen to remain there,
working methodically over an old solitaire he
was trying to recall. Late in the afternoon,
her work done, she resolved to go out for a
walk. Entering the sitting-room with her hat
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