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HARD-PAN
61


He was in the best of spirits; indeed, to John
Gault's suspicious eye he had the triumphant air
of a man who had found a good thing. He came
into the office with a jaunty tread and an alert,
all-embracing glance, and left it showering
smiles and bows on its chief and his clerks. The
sun of his prosperity seemed to have warmed and
brightened him in every way. He told inimitable
stories of the early days, which—unhampered
by the presence of his daughter—were less
egotistical, and not always so conventional, as
those he regaled Gault with at home. He was
as pressing as ever in his invitations to call, and
into these introduced Viola's name as being a
participator with himself in the desire of seeing
their mutual friend as often as his time and
inclination would lead him to the house near
South Park.

After this visit the vague irritation and
moodiness that Gault had felt gave place to
a poignant sense of uncertainty and doubt.
Naturally of a suspicious nature, the life he had
led, the surroundings in which he had passed
from youth to maturity, the large experience
of evil gained in a twenty years' residence in a
thoroughly loose and lawless city, had intensified
his original tendency till he was now prone
to suspect where suspicion was either a folly or
an insult. He had the vain man's dread of
being fooled, imposed upon, made ridiculous,
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