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116
THE COLLECTOR




Then a curve, a nostril, and next a finger,

Tapering, shapely, significantly pointing slantwise.

"Flemish?" I said. "Nay, Spanish. . . .
But, nay, Italian!"

—Then meseemed it the guise of the ranker Venus,

Named of some Astarte, of some Cotytto.

Down I knelt before it and kissed the panel,

Drunk with the lure of love's inhibited dreamings.

Till the dawn I rubbed, when there gazed up at me

A hag, that had slowly emerged from under my hands there,

Pointing the slanted finger towards a bosom

Eaten away of a rot from the lusts of a lifetime. . . .

—I could have ended myself in heart-shook horror.

Stunned I sat till roused by a clear-voiced bell-chime,

Fresh and sweet as the dew-fleece under my luthern.

It was the matin service calling to me

From the adjacent steeple.
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