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AT THE ENTERING OF THE NEW YEAR






I
(OLD STYLE)








OUR songs went up and out the chimney,

And roused the home-gone husbandmen;

Our allemands, our heys, poussettings,

Our hands-across and back again,

Sent rhythmic throbbings through the casements
On to the white highway,

Where nighted farers paused and muttered,
"Keep it up well, do they!"


The contrabasso's measured booming

Sped at each bar to the parish bounds,

To shepherds at their midnight lambings,

To stealthy poachers on their rounds;

And everybody caught full duly
The notes of our delight,

As Time unrobed the Youth of Promise
Hailed by our sanguine sight.
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