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have accepted all, I have undergone all with closed lips.
I do not boast of it, for I have done only my duty, nothing
but my duty.

I leave you with regret, for my thoughts are with you,
with our children, night and day; for this thought of
you is all that keeps me yet alive, and I should like to
come and talk like this at every instant of my long days
and my long, sleepless nights.

I can only repeat this wish: it is that all this sorrow
may have at last an end, that this infernal torture of
all the minutes may soon be over; but if you do as I
have told you, as it is your duty to do, since I command
it, I have no doubt that you shall come to see the
end of your appalling martyrdom, the martyrdom of
our children.

I embrace you, as I love you, with all the power of my
love; I embrace also our dear and adored children.

Your devoted



Alfred.




Kisses to your dear parents, to all.


 


4 February, 1898.





Dear Lucie:




I have nothing to add to the numerous letters that I
have written to you during the past two months; all
this medley of confusion may be summed up in a few
words: I have appealed to the high justice of the President
of the Republic, to that of the Government, in asking
for a new trial, for the life of our children, for the
end of this appalling martyrdom.

I have made an appeal to the loyalty of the men who
caused me to be condemned, to bring about this new
trial. I am waiting feverishly, but with confidence, to
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