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				This page needs to be proofread.
But I shall bear the waiting better when you are
there, in exile, with me. So, together, proud and worthy
of one another, we will, in exile, give proof of the calm
of two pure, honest hearts; of two hearts whose thoughts
have always all been given to our dear country—France.

Good kisses to our poor darlings. Kisses to all our
friends.

I embrace you as I love you.



Alfred.




 


8 January, 1895.





My Darling:




They have given to me to-day your letters of Sunday,
also those sent to me by R., H. and A.

Thank them all. Give them news of me. Pray them
to write to me, but tell them that it is impossible for
me to answer them all. Not that the time is lacking,
alas! but I cannot abuse the time and the kindness of
the director of the prison, who is obliged to read all my
letters. I am relatively strong in this sense: that I live
by hope. But I feel that this situation cannot be prolonged.
I have, and this is easy to understand, moments
of violent revolt against the injustice of my fate. It is
truly terrible to suffer as I have suffered through these
long months for a crime of which I am innocent. My
brain, after all these shocks, has moments of wandering.

I hope to see Me. Demange this evening and to beg
of him to take steps with those who have the power to
grant my prayer, so that they will, under conditions
which I shall indicate, arrange to have me sent into
exile with you, to wait until light is let in upon this
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