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you are far from me. I would make it an eternity when
you are with me.

What courage you give me to live, my darling; what
patience I draw from the deep well of your eyes, from
the memories you recall to me, from my duty to our
darlings.


 


1 o'clock.




I have just received your two dear letters of Tuesday.
You are right to speak to me of our dear ones. Though
every thought of them rends my heart, their chatter,
which you repeat to me, awakes in me happy and touching
memories, and faith comes back to me—a faith in
better days.

I agree absolutely with you as to the work in which
you are engaged. Calmness, time, and perseverance are
needful if we would go on to the end. I know it well; I
should do just as you are doing were I in your place,
preferring to advance slowly but surely rather than lose
all by thoughtless haste. But I, alas! I am shut up between
four walls, idle, my blood on fire and my point of
view is necessarily different from yours.

They have just told me that my two sisters will come
to see me at two o'clock. What a happiness it is to see
those who belong to one!


 


5 o'clock.




I have seen Louise and Rachel. I have felt that their
hearts beat with mine, that they share my sufferings.
Their faith in the future is absolute. I hope as they do.

What devotion I meet in our wonderful families, in
our friends! It consoles me, moreover, for the weakness
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