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while at his side the weak branches of a puinpion trailed upon the ground.  This threw our great logician into his old track of reasoning against Providence.  Is it consistent with common sense, said he, that infinite wisdom should create a large and stately tree, with branches of prodigious strength, only to bear so small and insignificant a fruit as an Acorn? Or that so weak a stem, as that of a pumpion, should be loaded with so disproportioned a weight? A child may see the absurdity of it.  In the midst of this curious speculation, down dropt an Acorn, from one of the highest branches of the oak, full upon his head.  How small a trifle may overturn the systems of mighty philosophers! Struck with the accident, he could not help crying out, How providential it is that this was not a pumpion!
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The Cat and the old Rat.





Repeated instances of artifice create a suspicion, that is our guard against it.





A CERTAIN Cat had made such unmerciful havock among the vermin of her neighbourhood, that not a single Rat or Mouse dared venture to appear abroad. Puss was soon convinced, that if affairs remained in their present situation, she must be totally unsupplied with provision.  After mature deliberation, therefore, she resolved to have
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