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exception, if possible, of a rear guard in support
of the mounted troops, will move as rapidly as
possible to the shelter of the rallying position and
there reorganise. Steps should be taken immediately
to secure any bridges, defiles, or other
vital points on the line of retreat, at which the
enemy's mounted troops might intercept the
force. Commanders of retreating troops must
recognise that their greatest danger will arise
from attacks in flank delivered by the enemy's
mounted troops and horse artillery; if possible,
therefore, they should take precautions that all
ground commanding their line of retreat is occupied
by flank guards."[A] The action of the Protective
Cavalry is indicated in the first paragraph
quoted in italics, while the second gives the only
method by which a retreat can be rendered
successful or secure. In no phase of modern
war are machine guns so valuable as during a
retreat, and it is quite probable that, properly
organised and handled, they may make the
pursuit so difficult and costly as to render the
retreat a far less dangerous undertaking than
it has been in the past. It is not difficult to
realise that an arm possessing such great mobility,
together with rapidity and concentration
of fire, before which no closed bodies can exist
at effective range, will be able not merely to
check and delay pursuing cavalry, but may even
prevent any effective pursuit by mounted men
alone.

The lack of machine guns on the side of the
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