
	
		
		
		
			
				
					
					
    



					
		
				
					

					Home
				
			
	
				
					

					Random
				
			


		
				
					

					Log in
				
			


		
				
					

					Settings
				
			


		
				
					

					Donate
				
			


		
				
					
					About Wikisource
				
			
	
				
					
					Disclaimers
				
			





					
				
				
					
						[image: Wikisource]


						
					
				

					
				
					
					
				

				
	    
Search
	


		
					
				
			

		
		
			
			

			

			
			
				
					Page:Machine-gun tactics (IA machineguntactic00appl).pdf/123

					

				

						
								Previous page
							
	
								Next page
							
	
								Page
							
	
								Discussion
							
	
								Image
							
	
								Index
							


				
		
				
				    
Language
				
		
	
				
				    
Watch
				
		
	
				
				    
Edit
				
		




				

			

			
				This page needs to be proofread.
directly furthers the object of the action, it is
an unjustifiable waste of fire power.

The seizure of ground likely to be of use to the
main body—particularly artillery positions—must
be the first consideration of machine guns
with the advanced-guard infantry, once the
infantry are in action. That they can hold these
unsupported is certain. "There never has been
and cannot be such a thing as a successful attack
on a line of machine guns in a favourable position
in action, until the machine guns have been well
battered by artillery fire," says Lieutenant Parker
in his book Tactical Organisation and Uses of
Machine Guns in the Field.

In the cases where the infantry of the advanced
guard forms the main guard, the battery of
machine guns should march with the foremost
body of troops and should never march in rear,
where they are useless, and where, if on a road,
they can only be moved up with difficulty. The
battery commander should remain with the
O.C. advanced guard until he is fully acquainted
with the situation and his intentions.
Should the situation be such as to enable the
advanced guard to brush aside the opposition,
the machine guns must be used vigorously to
support the infantry attack, and should be
pushed forward to seize positions before the
infantry deploy, and cover their deployment by
fire. In the preliminary stages these positions
will probably be on the immediate front, and
the four guns should be able to occupy a front
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